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Unstable Stable 

Insert chest tube for clinical haemo or 
pneumothorax 

Early operative intervention 

 
Decide on whether ER thoracotomy or in 

OR: 
 

Anterolateral thoracotomy 
or 

Median Sternotomy 
Exclude cardiac injury intra-operatively 

 
Other indications for surgery: 

Massive haemothorax 
(>1500 mL blood at insertion) or ongoing 

bleeding into ICD 
(>200 mL / hour) 

 
Large air leak 

 

Proceed to Primary Survey 
CXR 

Insert chest tube if indicated 
Cardiac U/S +/- ECG if injury suspected 

Gunshot wound to the chest 

All transmediastinal GSW’s should have: 
CTA chest  

or 
Angiogram + Contrast Swallow 

Contrast Study or 
Endoscopy: 

Air in the mediastinum 
Dysphagia 

Haematemesis 

Widened Mediastinum must have:  
CTA or Angiogram (vascular imaging) 


