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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

Saturday 9 August 2009 at 17h00

ASSA Sages congress - Room 2.44 -17h00
Attendance: 

A Loubsher (AL)

M Lownie (ML)



P Navsaria (PN)

T Hardcastle (TH)



K Boffard (KDB)

S Moeng (SM)



M Toubkin (MT)

E Steyn (ES)



P Barker (PB) 


J Goosen (JG)
                                   S Motilal (SM)


C N Lownie (CN) 




D Allard (DA)


L Khulu (LK)

Apologies: 

A Baker (AB)


H Du Plessis (HDP)




F Plani (FP)


C Embleton (CE)

Prof K Boffard in chair

	
	Welcome
	

	
	Prof K Boffard welcomed everyone present. No quorum was required. Nine proxies were received prior to the closure of voting.


	

	
	Minutes of Previous Meeting
	

	
	Minutes of the meeting TSSA 16 June 2006 are not present at this meeting, however the minutes were verified but are not available.

The minutes of the previous AGM have been lost due to an unfortunate IT problem with the Secretaries computer

The Secretary has apologized to the executive on the meeting held on the 8th   August 2009 

All attempts will continue to try and trace the minutes of the previous meeting
	

	1
	Executive
	

	
	Prof K Boffard stated that the Trauma Society of South Africa, Council, and Executive are normally elected for 2 years, but that this had been a three-year run as there was no conference last year and thus no Annual General meeting. The composition of the council of the TSSA up and until 2008 AGM 8th August 2009 was presented.

The TSSA secretariat, in conjunction with ASSA, has been established. A reduced floor rent based on the number of members (139) has been negotiated.

The financial liability will be based on total number of societies who use the secretariat.

The cost of the secretariat will be advised to the members in due course.

 
	KDB

	2
	Outreach
	

	
	(MT) detailed the two Pfizer update days that have been secured for the TSSA, one was held in KZN and was very successful, there were 165 attendants; feedback revealed that the speakers were outstanding

One will be held in Johannesburg  29th August 2009 

Formal thank you to Pfizer for their support was given

Other two meetings were held under the Auspices of the EMSSA in PE and Cape Town

All attempts will be made to secure the update days going forward

All Meetings were CPD accredited.
	MT



	3
	ATLS
	

	
	(KDB) Reported on behalf of (AB) (AB) sent apologies: the new syllabus introduced and to date the running of the course under the new syllabus has been successful.

(SM) reported the usual problems with instructors, and asked that a list of instructors be supplied from all provinces.
	

	4
	DSTC
	

	
	(KDB) the running of the DSTC course in South Africa will be handed to (SM) 

DSTC  nationally has 15 instructors 

24 courses held in SA , SA has held the most courses in the World with Australia having run 23 courses

(KDB) has declared that from this AGM DSTC will pay TSSA a total of R20 per candidate on DSTC courses
	

	5
	Trauma Specialty
	

	
	(KDB) Reports that the Trauma Specialty had been in place since Sept 2007, and that South Africa was the only country in the world with a registered Trauma sub-specialty: the 1st exit exam is due next year March(2010)

There are currently 19 Registered Trauma Surgeons in the Country achieved via the Grandfather clause 

Registered list shown to the members by (KDB)

Exam March 2010: list of proposed examiners has been submitted to the College of Surgeons for approval
One candidate possible two for the first exam

(ES) TSSA has tried to establish a working relationship with EMSSA, negotiations will continue.

Burn Society of South Africa has also approached TSSA with regards a possible merger: the  Executive of the TSSA  has authorized the incoming president to start negotiations with BSSA


	

	6
	Finance Report
	

	
	(MT) reported on the audited results of the financials of the TSSA and has reported on a 36% increase in revenue in the last 36 Months since the last meeting

The prime reason for this increase in revenue is royalties from Trauma Bank, and the Pfizer update days 

Seed money from Durban TSSA Congress account has not been paid into TSSA account this needs to be requested from George Dimopoulos

(KDB) proposed that since we have a reasonable reserve, should some of the money be utilised to push Trauma Bank?
(ES) in reply suggested we need to throw money at the utilization of Trauma bank, we need the statistics that are available with the existing data
(KDB) suggested employing someone to extract the data, this was discussed.

TSSA will get 9% of any profits from the ASSA Sages congress, 2009

The last financial report of the TSSA was attached at the end of the report Addendum A


	

	7
	Trauma Bank
	

	
	Presentation as per Power point (MT)

Values of the program were highlighted

(KDB) congratulated MT and her helpers for all the hard work

(JG) commented that the Trauma bank was a prime focus for the DoH as a legacy for 2010 but unfortunately the money has been withdrawn

(JG) has been in contact with  RAF and we are starting to see that RAF may become a  major sponsor of Trauma Bank

Netcare has fully implemented Trauma Bank in all Emergency departments 

Life Healthcare has taken no interest

Mining companies are too small to take this on board

The importance of a single data base entity for South Africa was again highlighted.
	

	8
	Website & Pod Casts
	

	
	(TH) asked the members present for a show of hands regarding the number of members who had been on-line to see the new website 

(TH) stated that TSSA old website was limited in the ability to upload content and in its functionality and  service access

It only had 200Kb upload capability, and email queries were never received as they went to the wrong address – which he could not change
TSSA has a contract with Searchfusion in KZN: new website designers

Total Web review was undertaken and a new CMS with Wysiwyg Editor facility installed. The heading photographs hopefully address our mission and vision. 
George Oosthuizen is busy with the pod cast section – in progress
We have an extended library, with all the NB WHO documents, a summary of MIMMS will also be added to site

Trauma tool site in development
We have a better system, but this has taken a fair amount of time. The cost of R80 000, 00 was well spent and we have a good site for TSSA. (TH) hopes to continue running the website in future

(SM) what is our long term commitment financially? (TH) Annual license fee and minor maintenance fee; they do major work only if we approach them and bill as required
	

	9
	Best Paper Awards
	

	
	The winners of the best paper presented at The TSSA session of the ASSA Sages congress were reported to all members present 

1st Prize  of R5000.00 was presented to Dr Wendy Barrett for her presentation  “Impact on Burns Outcomes under Single Consultant team”

The runner up  prize was awarded  to two presenters 

Runner up prize of R2500.00 was awarded to Dr  Sarah Ashbury for her presentation “Patterns of Interpersonal Violence at an Urban South African Trauma Unit”

Runner up prize R2500.00 was awarded to Dr Martin Brand for his presentation “Penetrating Trauma to the Back: Do we need Radiological investigations”
All three were congratulated for the presentations and encouraged to present at future congresses

Letter of congratulations and certificates together with the monetary prize was awarded to the presenters
	

	10
	General
	

	
	(SM) suggested that no decision be taken regarding the DSTC changes,

Would it be possible to defer DSTC conclusions until we have more members available?

(KDB) felt that the DSTC subcommittee will need another meeting

(DA) thanked the President KDB, for his choice of speakers and the organizing of the format of this congress
	SM / KDB

	11
	Congress Comments
	

	
	The Next ASSA Congress will be held from the 14th – 16th April 2011, there will be an emphasis on HPB trauma.

(JG) issued a vote of thanks to (DA)  for his superb contribution and representation of TSSA on the ASSA-Sages organizing committee and for facilitating an excellent Trauma Program

(JG) suggested that we consider a separate small general trauma congress, as this congress had been excellent, however hosting our own congress could work. This was noted by a very small audience.

(KDB) suggested that we need an Emergency Trauma Front room congress and then a Surgical congress.

(DA)  worked with Eastern Sun on this congress and will continue to represent TSSA for the next congress but they may not be doing the next congress in 2011

(SM)  Seconded the decision to hold a Trauma congress

(KDB) agrees we need a congress by next year 
	

	12
	Election
	

	
	(KDB ) Stated that nominations were called for in terms of the constitution, and that following the closure of the nomination period 9 nominations were received and shown on a Power point presentation.

TSSA requires 9 positions and 1 Ex - Officio, all 9 nominations were accepted.

The nominations for the TSSA council  were as follows, and voting regarding the Executive is recorded as:- 

D Allard

H Du Plessis

J Goosen ( Treasurer)

T Hardcastle ( Vice President)

S Moeng

P Navsaria

A Nicol

M Toubkin ( Secretary)

E Steyn  President

KD Boffard (Ex officio) 

(KDB) requested a show of hands all in favour of the nominations, no objections were received.

(KDB) Congratulated  (ES), her council and executive on their appointments 2009 – 2011 and thanked all for their support during his tenure as president of TSSA 
	

	13
	Incoming President 
	

	
	(ES) stated that her appointment was a  huge responsibility, with the major challenges being faced in Trauma 

(ES) Thanked (KDB) for his commitment and hard work for the TSSA 

Meeting adjourned at 17h40
	

	14
	Next Meeting
	

	
	The meeting next meeting to be advised
	


PAGE  
4

_1142754629.unknown

